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NTIP Orientation Day 
 
On Wednesday 02 October 2019, the District held an orientation day for new employees 
(as part of the New Teacher Induction Program)... an opportunity for academic staff new 
to the organization to hear from, and speak with, mentors in their respective employee 
groups regarding best practices as well as helpful hints in their work. Our sincerest 
thanks to System Principal Peter Burnette and his team for coordinating this value-
added event for our new employees! 
 
SHSM Kickoff in Cobden 
 
On Wednesday 16 October 2019, the District held its annual Specialist High Skills Major 
event with over 400 Grade 11 students participating at the Cobden Agricultural Society 
Hall. Participants earned a SHSM certification specific to their SHSM focus in one of 
twenty workshops. Certification instructors included local business owners, college 
instructors, local emergency service providers and various professionals in a wide array 
of fields. The event also hosted guest speaker, Brandon Love, from ‘The Beanstalk 
Project’ as the keynote address on the topic of leadership and finding your pathway to 
success. 
 
Student Vote Canada 2019 
 
As previously mentioned, a total of 22 schools across the District participated in a 
‘student vote’ in step with the Federal Election yesterday. Representatives of Student 
Vote Canada have confirmed that the RCDSB was in the top 10% of all school boards 
across the country for participation based on the percentage of schools registered! 
Congratulations to our student body and our supportive staff for encouraging student 
leadership and student voice in the county! 
   
Professional Activity Day - 11 October 2019 
 
On Friday 11 October 2019, all staff took part in our second professional activity day of 
the school year. The priority focus for this day included a continuation of discussions 



related to school improvement planning processes with learning goals established in the 
areas of literacy, numeracy and well-being. 
  
Visiting Delegation from l’Académie Clermont-Ferrand - Fall 2019 
 
During the week of 13-20 October 2019, the District welcomed a visiting delegation of 
secondary students from l’Académie Clermont-Ferrand (in South-Central France) to 
Opeongo High School. Over the course of the week, the students were immersed in 
English-language classes on site with their host partners, and, visited a number of 
educational and historic sites in the area as well as the National Capital Region. 
  
Thought Exchange regarding ‘Student Attributes for Success’ 
 
The District’s ‘thought exchange’ regarding the characteristics, features and/or qualities 
that define our aspirational image of the educated person in the 21st century wrapped 
up on October 15th. Over 200+ thoughts were shared and over 3000+ stars (votes) 
were given to the ideas posted. A number of essential attributes surfaced as key to 
student success in the future, including: critical thinking and problem solving, resilience, 
and responsibility. These attributes will become a foundational piece of the Framework 
for Learning... a document that will guide our educators in the delivery of approaches, 
practices, experiences and strategies related to both the achievement and well-being of 
our students, moving forward.   


