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Acknowledgement of Students, Staff & School Communities 

  

As a wrap-up to this year’s updates, I am pleased to share highlights of exciting 

activities, events and/or initiatives that are taking place across our system during the 

final month of the school year, including: 

 

● On Tuesday 12 June 2018, our District hosted the ‘Retirement Reception’...a 

wonderful evening to honour the staff who have served so diligently during their 

employment with us. This year, we had over 50 retirees...one of the largest 

groups ever! We wish our retirees all the best in the next chapter of their lives!   

   

● On Friday 15 June 2018, I visited Highview Public School for the final ‘school 

visit’ of the year. As always, the visit was extremely informative...a chance for the 

school’s administrators to share strengths, as well as areas for growth, in their 

school’s learning journey. The focus of all visits for this school year was 

improvement planning processes at the school level, including a conversation 

related to specifics of the school improvement plan. Next school year, the focus 

of my visits as Director of Education will be related to the school’s strategy for 

well-being.   

 

● During the week of June 25th, 2018, a number of our schools will be hosting 

leaving and/or graduation ceremonies to mark the culmination of students’ time in 

public education at the elementary or secondary level...a wonderful opportunity 

for students, staff, parents/guardians and members of the broader school 

community to celebrate the accomplishments of the student body.      

  

Additional Principal and Vice-Principal Appointments for the 2018-2019 School 

Year 

  

The following vice-principal appointments have been confirmed for the upcoming school 

year: 

 

● Maria Manwell - Vice-Principal at Highview Public School 

● Mike Popke - Vice-Principal at Champlain Discovery Public School 

● Rob Levasseur - Vice-Principal at Mackenzie Community School 

 



Congratulations to our newest members of the district’s leadership team! We’re looking 

forward to learning from you and with you! 

 

Continuation of Committee Work in the 2018-2019 School Year 

 

In addition to the exceptional work completed by a number of our committees this past 

school year, including invaluable aspects related to our district`s motto, school design 

standards, and visioning exercise, I am excited to note that committee work will 

continue this upcoming school year in a number of important areas, including: 

 

● Transition Committee - to ensure the smooth ‘operationalization’ of program 

parameters as outlined in the visioning exercise;  

● Environmental Sustainability Committee - a re-introduction of a past committee to 

look at activities, events, initiatives in support of environmentally-friendly 

practices across the system; and, 

● Creativity and Innovation Committee - in the launch of a system-wide inquiry 

regarding the conditions (or sets of conditions) that allow our organization to 

continue to be healthy and vibrant, curious, imaginative, creative and innovative; 

and, 

● History Project Committee - the establishment of a committee to celebrate the 

50th anniversary of public education in the county (Terms of Reference to follow 

at Board Meeting on Tuesday 28 August 2018).    

 

Attitude of Gratitude for Another Fine School Year 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Chair Hewitt, Vice-Chair Humphries and the 

entire Board of Trustees for their steadfast support during the 2017-2018 school year...I 

am extremely grateful for your ongoing encouragement, interest and passion for public 

education in our county. My sincerest thanks to senior staff - Lisa, Brent, Gayle, 

Jacqueline, Steve, and Jon...for their care and commitment in fulfilling their roles and 

responsibilities as senior leaders in our system. The district would not, could not, 

function as seamlessly and smoothly as it does each and every day without your 

effective and efficient decision making and dedication!  

 

A final note of thanks to all of our stakeholders - students, staff, parents/guardians and 

members of the broader communities in the county - for their contributions to our 

system this school year, and, best wishes for a relaxing, enjoyable summer!  

 

 

Pino Buffone 


