Meet our Indigenous
Education Team!
Judy Ellis , Indigenous Graduation Coach
Judy is a status member of the Algonquins of Pikwakanagan, a very proud “Kokomis” to
Lila and Dawson, and a long-standing employee with the RCDSB for 32 years – previously
in the role of Aboriginal School Support Counsellor at Opeongo High School.
Judy was born and raised in the community of Pikwakangan, and attended the Indian Day
School for two years prior to it being shut down and transferred to the Catholic School in
Eganville. Although she was raised in her traditional culture, her language and way of life
changed when she headed to high school.
Judy has been an advocate for students and parents for many years and has supported
many RCDSB staff and programs. In this new role, she will continue to remove barriers,
and provide support to students exploring post-secondary pathways for success, and
assist staff in areas that complement Indigenous student success.

Tina Nelson, Indigenous Education Lead
Tina Nelson began her career in education working with Indigenous students as a tutor and
after-school program teacher for the Algonquins of Pikwakanagan, Education Department.
Born and raised in Pembroke, she is a graduate of Fellowes High School who returned to
work for RCDSB after completing a Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Education at Trent
University.
After teaching English and Indigenous Studies for eight years, she moved into the central
role as the Indigenous Education Lead for the district in 2016. Tina works with students,
staff and families across the district to support Indigenous Education for all, consulting
with the Indigenous Education Council to create the Annual Board Action Plan for
Indigenous Education.
Tina has continued her learning, completing specialist qualifications in First Nations, Métis
and Inuit Studies at both Queen’s University and Lakehead University. Tina is committed to
building awareness and understanding through collaboration with colleagues, engagement
with community members, and taking time to listen and learn with Elders. Relationships to
each other, and to the land, are most important. She is grateful to be raising her children,
here, on Algonquin territory.

Logan Wright , Indigenous Graduation Coach
Logan Wright is a Métis woman, and a new member of the RCDSB Indigenous Education
Team! She graduated from Renfrew Collegiate Institute (RCI) in 2016, and attended Brock
University completing her Bachelor of Arts in Social Sciences with a Minor in Indigenous
Studies.
From there, Logan moved to Ottawa and attended Algonquin College for the intensive
Social Service Worker program, while also working for the Métis Nation of Ontario as a
Mental Health and Addictions Navigator.
In her role as an Indigenous Graduation Coach, Logan will support staff and students to
remove barriers for Indigenous students in elementary and secondary schools, and help
students reach their full potential.

Are you looking for assistance from our Indigenous Education Team?
Reach out to us anytime at 613-735-6858 ext. 508 or ieteam@rcdsb.on.ca

