
SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MINUTES

May 19, 2021

PRESENT: Committee Members: C. Smith, M. Guenette, B. Morris,
L. Hunt, T. Williams, N. Tabbert, A. MacKenzie

Administration: J. Poirier, B. Smith, M. Ingram, C. Barber, S. Smith, A.
Hilts, L. Rigby, A. Macdougall-Popke

Guests:

ABSENT: (With Regrets) D. Root, L. Cobb

1.  CALL TO ORDER

Chair C. Smith called the meeting to order.

2.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA OF 19 MAY 2021

MOVED BY C. Smith, seconded by L. Hunt, that the Special Education Advisory Committee approves the
agenda for today’s meeting.

The motion was CARRIED.

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 21 APRIL 2021

MOVED BY C. Smith,  seconded by M. Guenette, that the Special Education Advisory Committee
approves the minutes of the meeting held on 21 APRIL  2021.

The motion was CARRIED.
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5.  STAFF UPDATES

B. Smith shared the Special Education Plan and provided a brief explanation of the strategies presented
in the Special Education Plan.

T. Williams asked if there was a measurement of goals as they are completed.
B. Smith responded that annual evaluations of data ensure that goals are being met or revised as
required.
J.Poirier also included that monitoring strategies are  also one of the goals set out in the plan.

C. Smith stated that she has not seen a real change in the way the Board approaches Gifted Children.
She feels that Gifted children need to be focused on more, not only in an adaptive environment.  She
understands the challenge, and strongly encourages the work in relation to this.
B. Smith responded that a student does not require a label in order to be supported.  Our job as educators
is to support all students.  We are working towards how this can be done effectively.

L. Hunt asked if the recommendation regarding working groups includes already established groups.
B. Smith responded that the plan is to reach beyond our central team and create partnerships.
L. Hunt also spoke to tying the tasks or initiatives back to objectives/ goals.  L. Hunt offered to share a
format that her agency uses for this purpose if it was felt that it would be helpful.

6.  REPORT FROM THE BOARD

M. Guenette shared news from Committees meeting this past month. Year end celebrations for students
will be similar to last year, due to Covid restrictions. Peter Burnette presented an overview of Experiential
Learning initiatives in both elementary and secondary schools. Explaining that the goal of the program is
to keep students engaged in working outdoors making connections with the community.

7.  ASSOCIATION REPORTS

A.Mackenzie shared that they have been referring families to the PIC presentation by Dr. Clinton. All of
their supports are currently virtual due to Ontario lockdown restrictions, they are trying to adapt. They are
also losing a number of staff due to postings this summer.

T. Williams shared that the DS reform was released. The language is hopeful, includes discussion about
inclusion, choice and personal direction.
CLUOV has been speaking across the Province.
The DSW program through  the Native College has not had much intake from our County. CLUOV can
provide more information. There is intake every two weeks.
Currently, there is a huge need for housing rentals .
T. Williams introduced who will be taking over as representative for CLUOV on SEACHolly Molenaar
effective immediately.

L. Hunt shared that they are continuing learning on EDI, and have partnered with agencies on that.  FCS
are also learning about the Indigenous. Although in lockdown the agency is still able to continue with
some face to face meetings, but at a reduced number.
L. Hunt also commended CLUOV on their work and partnerships through the month of May.
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8.  NEXT MEETING

June 16, 2021

10.  ADJOURNMENT

Moved by C. Smith, seconded by B. Morris, that the meeting adjourned at 5:25 pm.

The motion was CARRIED.
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