
Reinforcing the requirement that school staff who are regularly in close contact with students wear
personal protective equipment (PPE) unless exempted for medical reasons.
A requirement that students in Grades 4 to 12 wear masks indoors on school property. Students may
wear their own non-medical masks, and non-medical masks will also be made available for students.
Reasonable exceptions on the requirement to wear masks will apply.
Encouraging Kindergarten to Grade 3 student to wear masks.
Medical masks and eye protection (i.e. face shield) for all other staff of school boards.
Encouraging the removal of unnecessary furniture and place desks with as much distancing as
possible, and to allow teachers as much teaching space as possible. Desks should face forward rather
than in circles or groupings.
Asking school boards to direct schools to significantly limit or even prohibit visitors, including parents.
Physical activities (sports) that support physical distancing while also limiting the use of shared
equipment. Shared equipment should be disinfected regularly and students should be encouraged to
practice proper hand hygiene before and after.
The use of non-medical masks for students in Grades 4 to 12 will be required on buses and students
who live in the same household or are in the same classroom cohort should be seated together.

 July 30, 2020 – A short while ago, the Minister of Education announced that all Ontario elementary
schools will be returning to the classrooms in September 2020. Where possible, cohorted classes will stay
together and with one teacher.

For our secondary schools, we are permitted to proceed with a full return to school on a five day weekly
schedule as the ministry has considered the size of our school board, the number and size of our
secondary schools, the size of our secondary grade cohorts and have deemed us not predominately
urban. A final decision on how we will proceed will be communicated once we have formal ministry
approval of our plan.

Additional directions were provided to ensure schools are healthy and safe environments for students and
staff. These include:

We have worked closely with the Renfrew County and District Health Unit on a return to school action plan
and are scheduled to present it to the ministry at the end of day tomorrow.  We will share this resource in
full with our school communities after we receive ministry approval next week.   
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