
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Local Government Week is October 19 to 23 
 
 

(Pembroke, Ontario) This week, the Renfrew County District School Board, along 
with our partners at the Ontario Public School Boards’ Association (OPSBA), is 
working to raise civic awareness among our students by observing Local 
Government Week.  
 
School board trustees are the oldest form of elected representation in Ontario. Since 
1807, generations of community-minded citizens have made decisions on behalf of 
local, publicly funded schools, building the foundation of our system today. Our 
board of trustees sets our vision, develops policies, allocates resources, and sets 
the goals that lay the foundation driving programs and operations in the board.  
 
Collectively, they create our multi-year strategic plan for student achievement and 
well-being and recruit and monitor the performance of the Director of Education to 
ensure our progress in meeting our goals. 
 
For more information on Local Government Week, please visit the OPSBA website. 
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Local Government Week Backgrounder 

 

School board trustees are locally-elected representatives of the public, and they are 
the community’s advocates for public education. 
 
School board trustees are the oldest form of elected representation in Ontario. Since 
1807, generations of community-minded citizens have made decisions on behalf of 
local, publicly funded schools, building the foundation of the system we have today. 
 
The election of school board trustees is governed by the Education Act and the 
Municipal Elections Act, 1996. Both are the laws or rules that trustees follow. 

 

There are different kinds of trustees: 
 

 Trustees elected every four years during municipal and school board 
elections, including more than 320 publicly elected trustees representing 31 
public English school boards and three school authorities across Ontario. 

 Indigenous Trustees appointed to the board by their First Nation. More than 
half of Ontario’s English public English school boards have Indigenous 
Trustees. 

 Student Trustees elected by the student body of the board. The Ontario 
Student Trustees' Association (OSTA-AECO) represents more than two 
million students.  

 Hospital board/school authority trustees are appointed by the Minister of 
Education for a term of four years, on the same term cycle as publicly elected 
trustees. 

 The Kindergarten-Grade 12 education sector is the second-largest recipient 
of provincial funding, after healthcare. The provincial government invests 
more than $25.5 billion each year in education.  

 Public school trustees oversee budgets ranging from approximately $43 
million to approximately $3.4 billion.  

 Many MPs, MPPs, Mayors and Municipal Councillors began their political 
careers as school board trustees. 

 The next municipal election will be held on October 24, 2022. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 
 
 

Trustee Role and Responsibilities 

 

Attend and participate in meetings of the board; consult with parents/guardians, 
students and supporters on the board’s multi-year plan and bring concerns of 
parents/guardians and students to the attention of the board; 
 

 Uphold the implementation of any board resolution; 

 Entrust the day-to-day management of the board to its staff through the  
director of education; 

 Maintain focus on student achievement and well-being;  

 Comply with the board’s code of conduct. 

 
What are the Responsibilities of a School Board? 

 

School boards – the elected board of trustees – are responsible for student 
achievement and well-being, for ensuring effective stewardship of the district’s 
resources and for delivering effective and appropriate education programs for their 
students.  
 

The Education Act and its regulations set out the services that district school boards 
and school authorities must offer. The responsibilities of a school board include a 
key governance role with respect to: 
 

 operating schools according to provincial legislation; 

 having a vision statement that reflects the board’s philosophy and local needs 
and priorities; 

 setting the district’s budget within the provincial grants and accompanying 
regulations; 

 implementing curriculum according to ministry curriculum policy; 

 developing and delivering other programs that reflect provincial policies and 
local priorities; 

 maintaining school buildings and property with regard to student safety and in 
accordance with provincial legislation; and 

 monitoring the policies of the schools and the achievement of students and, 
through the director of education, holding the entire system accountable for 
meeting provincial and board standards. 

 


