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French-as-A-Second Language Information Night 
 
Recently I had the opportunity to attend the FSL information night at RCI.  It was interesting to 
hear the various perspectives regarding the opportunities being offered to our students across 
the District. We definitely heard from parents how important our current immersion program is 
to their children and that they were pleased to have the programming broadened to other 
schools. 
 
March Break and Ministry Announcements 
 
It was a well-deserved break for staff and students after a busy few months. 
 
As staff and students enjoyed the time away, there were a variety of announcements from the 
Ministry of Education concerning autism, class size and cell phone use.  
 
In the wake of the minister’s most recent announcement on Friday, March 15, I received media 
calls related to the ban on cell phones and increased class sizes at the secondary level.  
 
Regarding cell phone use, our District has not historically had an issue. Our principals and 
teachers are empowered to establish guidelines for the use of these devices and personal 
devices may be used during instructional time for educational purposes so long as they do not 
distract. This aligns with the Ministry directive which indicates that cell phones can be used for 
instructional purposes or if the student has specific health or special educational needs. 
 
As for the matter of larger class sizes, we are pleased that there is no change in class size for 
our youngest students. However we are very concerned about the increase in class size at the 
secondary level.  This will be especially challenging for our small rural high schools.  The 
Board of Trustees will be preparing a letter to the Minister of Education outlining the concerns 
we have regarding the impact of the new directives.   


