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Remembrance Day services- it was a pleasure to attend the RCI/RCIS  
 
Remembrance Day service this year and I was impressed with the thoughtful program 
which highlighted a local young man who served in WW1. Some letters that he had 
written to his family were read which helped us better understand the situations that 
were faced during the war. Unfortunately, he did not return. Thank you to Principal 
Gagan and several students who prepared and presented this meaningful assembly. 
There was a great variety of events held at each of our schools honouring our veterans. 
Thank you for keeping this important history alive for our students. 
 
Director of Education Annual Performance Review 
 
Recently Director Buffone presented his annual review of District achievements with a 
focus on strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats. As a Board of Trustees, we 
provided feedback and comments on his work along with questions and suggestions. 
The Board is very pleased with the leadership that Director Buffone is providing to our 
District. 
 
We look forward to continuing our excellent working relationship as we work together to 
ensure student achievement and well-being within a safe and equitable environment. 
 
E-learning update: District data and provincial student survey 
 
Earlier this month we had an update regarding the current state of our eLearning 
programs. Data from last year tells us that the eLearning program continues to be part 
of using technology to expand our student engagement. 
In 2018-2019, the District offered 25 sections of eLearning with 273 students (219 from 
RCDSB). The overall pass rate was 95.4% with an attrition rate of 34%. The numbers 
have been fairly consistent over the past 4 years. 
 
We also had a report from Student Trustees Sam Abbott and Hudson Arbour outlining 
the key findings from a student survey (completed in May-June) in response to the 
Ministry of Education policy requiring the completion 4 eLearning courses by all 
students at the secondary level. The report highlighted ( among other things) that 60% 



of those surveyed indicated that their learning styles were not adequately 
accommodated, 94.8% disapprove of the mandatory component for eLearning, and 
30% had difficulty understanding their eLearning course. The organization has shared 
this report and recommendations with the Ministry of Education. Check out the full 
report on their website www.osta-aeco.org 
  
   


