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A few highlights of my recent activities : 
 
Parent Involvement Committee (PIC) Toolkit session at RCI: 
 
A new comprehensive toolkit for School  Councils has been released over the past few 
months.  On April 2nd, I, along with several School Council members from the Arnprior 
and Renfrew Family of Schools, was given the opportunity to investigate this new 
resource.  A well organized and easy-to-read binder was part of the review and  it was 
noted  that the entire resource(and more!) is also available on the PIC website.  Some 
of the topics include: information about Parents Reaching Out Grant, how to engage 
parents, suggested agendas, technology in schools, tips for parents, math strategy tools 
for kids and much more!  Thanks to Jody Kitson-Roy, Tracey Somes, Jonathan 
Laderoute and Tracey Stevens for leading, preparing and delivering this excellent 
resource to School Councils across the District. 
  
Volunteer week event at Admaston PS: 
 
On April 9th, Trustee Shields and I were pleased to attend the Volunteer breakfast 
hosted by staff and students at Admaston Public School.  This was an excellent was for 
students to understand the role of volunteers and show their appreciation for the time 
that many Admaston residents spend in the school and assisting with activities and 
fundraising.  
  
Regional Ontario Public School Boards Association (OPSBA) meeting in Ottawa: 
 
On April 13th, Trustees Shields, Adam, Morris, Guenette, Student Trustee McCloskey 
and I attended the Regional meeting of the 5 Boards in the Eastern Region that are part 
of the OPSBA.  We met at Gloucester High School where we had a quick tour and were 
particularly impressed with the room that is dedicated to indigenous students.  This 
school has the largest percentage of self-identified indigenous students in the Ottawa 
Carleton District School Board and much has been done to ensure that they have a 
space where they feel that their culture is appreciated and honoured.  
There was much discussion about the Ministry of Education announcements in mid-
March and a sharing of what the local impacts might be.  We are fortunate that Trustee 
Shields holds the position of Vice-President, Eastern Region, and sits on the Executive 



of the Ontario Public School Boards Association.  He is able to take the concerns of our 
region to the provincial table for further discussion and consideration which is another 
method of having our voices heard.  
  
TECH X 3.0-Fellowes High School: 
On April 17th,the excitement level was very high at this year’s robotic competition held 
at Fellowes High School.  Over 200 students from 19 schools in our District came 
together to demonstrate the strength and abilities of the “robots” that their school teams 
had worked on over the past several months. It was amazing to see what these 
students were able to build and program under the excellent direction of their teachers!  
This is a great example of problem solving, design thinking, collaboration and 
communication through coding, robotics, and competition! 
  
Responses to our Board’s letter to the Minister: 
Last week, a letter was sent on behalf of our Board to Minister Thompson, Minister of 
Education, expressing our concerns about recent announcements that we feel will 
negatively impact our students. 
 
We have appreciated the interest that our local media, staff, parents and students have 
shown in their support to our letter and understanding of the concerns as outlined.  The 
Ministry has assured us that all Boards will receive their funding details by the end of 
April.  This information will guide us in plans for the next school year- stay tuned. 
 
 
 
 


