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As the nature and number of programming options available for students at the elementary level
in public education evolves over time, the genuine interest in exploring opportunities and
enhanced expectations for greater choice on the part of parents/guardians continues to grow. In
particular, programming options related to the acquisition of French as a second language
(FSL), cross-curricular integration of subject areas related to sciences, technology, engineering,
arts and mathematics (STEAM), as well as experiential learning (EL) both inside and outside of
the classroom, are increasingly sought after in society. At the same time, educators in district
school boards – locally, regionally and provincially – diligently strive to provide programming
options in an effective and efficient, responsible and sensible manner, in order to best meet the
needs of the communities they are so privileged to serve.
At the elementary level, the District offers three programs: English with Core French
(ENG), Early French Immersion (EFI) and Middle French Immersion (MFI). The entry
point for EFI is Grade 1. The entry point for MFI is Grade 4.

As Chief Education Officer of the
Renfrew County District School Board, I
am incredibly inspired to share that our
District will continue to expand the array
of programs and/or services offered to
elementary-aged students across the
county, moving forward. With respect to
FSL, I am very excited that each and
every one of our families of schools will
have programming options at the
elementary level that continue to
encourage both official languages of
English and French, creating dynamic,
bilingual teaching and learning
environments for our students, staff and
school communities. More specifically, over the next few years, the District will:
 expand French Immersion options in the Arnprior, Renfrew and Pembroke Families of
Schools for the 2019-2020 School Year;
 enhance French Immersion options in the Opeongo Family of Schools for the 2020-2021
School Year; and,
 engage community consultations in the Deep River and Madawaska Families of Schools
this spring regarding their interest in program offerings for implementation in the 20212022 School Year.
Of note, French Immersion options were expanded in the Petawawa Family of Schools for
the current school year (2018-2019 School Year).
For additional information, please visit the RCDSB website at www.rcdsb.on.ca.

In regards to STEAM-related activities, the District continues to engage in a number of initiatives
in elementary schools that demonstrate authentic, cross-curricular integration of these key
subject areas, including:
 creation of ‘maker spaces’ as places and spaces where individuals with shared interests
– especially in the areas of artistic design, computing and technology – can gather and
work on design thinking challenges while sharing their collective knowledge, skills, ideas
and resources;
 demonstration of innovative initiatives related to
technology integration in our classrooms through
annual technology exhibitions such as ‘Tech X’; and,
 participation in an extra-curricular capacity in regional
competitions of Destination Imagination, a non-profit
global organization that encourages students to work
cooperatively to come up with creative solutions to
authentic, real-life tasks.
For EL, the District continues to provide outstanding
educational opportunities for students through activities,
events and/or initiatives such as:
 implementation of ‘grow a garden’ projects, including
‘grow towers’ in classrooms, that support healthy
choices and community partnerships with local
gardeners;
 provision of ‘loom-beading’ endeavours that integrate
Indigenous ways of knowing with mathematical
understandings including patterning and algebra; and,
 development of ‘global competencies’ – including
character education, citizenship, critical thinking,
creativity, collaboration and communication – through
the New Pedagogies for Deep Learning (NPDL)
initiative.
The expansion of programs and/or services offered to elementary-aged students across the
county described above aligns with the guiding principles and key actions outlined in the
RCDSB’s 2017-2020 Strategic Plan and aims to ensure that our students continue to be
provided with an education of the highest quality.
I look forward our continued work together in making this happen!
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