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Board Meeting 
 Director’s Update - Pino Buffone 

 30 January 2018 
 
 

Acknowledgement of Students, Staff & School Communities 
  
A number of engaging activities, events and initiatives took place over the month of 
December in our schools, including a system-wide focus on mathematics-related tasks 
in the spirit of the holiday season. The “Deck the Halls in Math” initiative provided 
students and staff with the opportunity to explore mathematical concepts and 
operational skills including graphing, classifying, and problem solving in a fun, 
meaningful way. The work was shared daily on Twitter and other social media.  
 
As the District enters its second year of the New Pedagogies for Deep Learning (NPDL) 
initiative, exemplar projects were submitted by nine of our teachers to the NPDL’s 
‘Canadian Cluster’ team for review and feedback this past summer. Of note, Mag 
Gardner - Regional Capacity Building Facilitator of the NPDL Global Team shared at the 
start of this month that the ‘Canadian Cluster’ reviewed only 25 exemplars in total, and, 
recommended that the project exemplar of Educator Jenn Wroe - Grade 3 teacher at 
Queen Elizabeth Public School - be moderated at the global level sometime in the new 
year! Ms. Wroe received a ‘Letter of Acknowledgement’ from the NPDL Global Team, 
and, her work will be showcased in the next book on ‘Deep Learning’ by Michael Fullan. 
Congratulations to Ms.Wroe and her class for their outstanding work related to deep 
learning!   
  
 
Update to Principal and Vice-Principal Assignments 
 
There are additional changes to principal and vice-principal appointments and/or 
transfers at this point in the school year as follows: 

● Samantha Noack is appointed Vice-Principal at Highview PS (effective 08 
January 2018) 

● Jennifer Schooley is appointed Interim Vice-Principal of Eganville & District 
Public School (effective 08 January 2018) 

Note: The VP appointments are in a follow-up to the start-up of Anne George as 
Principal of Killaloe Public School and Megan Robillard as Principal of Central Public 
School, respectively, effective 01 January 2018. 
 
 



Page 2 of 2 
 

 
 
 
Visit to Algonquins of Pikwakanagan – 30 January 2018  
 
It was an honour for the Board of Trustees and Senior Staff to visit the Algonquins of 
Pikwakanagan earlier today to meet Chief Kirby Whiteduck and the council leaders. Our 
tour of the community centre/health services, as well as the residence for the elderly 
and the day care provided a wonderful opportunity for us all to learn more about 
Indigenous Education and the important partnership we have with the Algonquins of 
Pikwakanagan. Thank you to Judy Ellis of Opeongo High School for coordinating the 
very insightful visit!  
 
 
Provincial Assessment of Grade 9 Mathematics – 15-26 January 2018  
 
Currently, our secondary students in Grade 9 are participating in the Provincial 
Assessments of Grade 9 Mathematics coordinated by the Education Quality and 
Accountability Office (EQAO). Our secondary schools have thoughtfully prepared our 
students to take part in these assessments through quality teaching and learning 
opportunities and experiences throughout the course of the first semester. These 
assessments will be conducted through paper-and-pencil medium, with targeted 
supports and/or interventions (assistive technology, a quiet work space, for instance) 
provided to students if/as permissible and/or required. Our district holds high 
expectations for our students and a belief that all students can develop the numeracy 
skills for success in school and life. All the best to our students!    


