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Acknowledgement of Students, Staff & School Communities 
  
Now that spring has finally sprung across the county, I am pleased to share highlights of                
exciting and inspiring activities, events and initiatives taking place in our schools, many             
of which are happening outdoors, including:  

● On the afternoon of Saturday, April 28th, 2018, McNab Public School hosted its             
50th anniversary. It was a wonderful event, well-attended by students, staff and            
community members, past and present....with artifacts through the years         
decorating the gymnasium and hallways! 

● On Monday, April 30th, 2018, our exceptional RCDSB Student Trustees, Nic           
Edge and Sean McCloskey, conducted the Student Senate Elections here at the            
RCDSB Board Office. It was a pleasure to bring greetings to this dynamic,             
forward thinking group of students who so diligently represented their secondary           
schools. It was also wonderful to see a few of the engaging activities and listen in                
on part of the thoughtful discussions that took place that day...yet another fine             
example of ‘student voice’ in our system! 

● From 12:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. of Friday, May 25th, 2018, students and staff at               
Renfrew Collegiate Institute held its annual ‘Relay for Life’ at Ma-Te-Way Park in             
support of the Canadian Cancer Society. The RCI school community raised           
funds for this worthy cause, once again this school year, through an entertaining,             
fun-filled, well-organized event at the arena!  

  
 
Opening Doors to Future Opportunities Event - 26 May 2018 
 
This past Saturday (26 May 2018), Algonquin College - Pembroke Campus hosted            
students in Grades 7 & 8 from across the district, as well as their parents/guardians, in                
learning more about their future educational opportunities at the secondary and           
post-secondary levels, including the steps and supports available to students and           
parents to help set and achieve their goals. The day was extremely successful, and,              
very well-received by the participants in terms of increasing appreciation, awareness           
and understanding of potential educational pathways for the future.  
  
 
 



 
 
Administration of Provincial Assessments – Spring 2018  
  
As previously noted, our elementary students (primary-division students in Grade 3 and            
junior-division students in Grade 6) are participating in the Provincial Assessments of            
Reading, Writing and Mathematics between 22 May 2018 and 04 June 2018. The             
assessments are conducted through paper-and-pencil medium, with targeted supports         
and/or interventions (assistive technology, a quiet work space, for instance) provided to            
students if/as permissible and/or required. We wish our students all the best as they              
successfully demonstrate what they know and can do!  
 
Principal and Vice-Principal Assignments and/or Transfers for the 2018-2019         
School Year 
  
The following principal and vice-principal assignments have been confirmed for the           
upcoming school year… 

● Peter Burnette - System Principal of Experiential Learning * 
● Tracey Robinson - System Vice-Principal of Special Education 
● Terry Burwell - Principal at Beachburg Public School 
● Ivan Saari - Principal of Adult and Continuing Education 
● Cathy McCann-Kyte - Principal of Mackenzie Community School 
● Samantha Noack - Vice-Principal of Renfrew Collegiate Institute 
● Jody Kitson-Roy - Principal of Rockwood Public School 
● Steve Bauernschmitt - Vice-Principal at Valour JK-12 School 
● Amy Dahm - Principal at Walter Zadow Public School 
● Shannon Cassidy-Rouleau - Vice-Principal at Walter Zadow Public School 

 
* Note: The Ministry of Education Ontario recently provided district school boards with             
funding for a new position, ‘Leader of Experiential Learning’, in order to facilitate the              
coordination of experiential learning opportunities for students.  
  
Please note that vice-principal vacancies at Champlain Discovery Public School,          
Highview Public School, Mackenzie Public School, and Arnprior District High School           
(interim) will be filled through postings in the coming weeks.  
 
Harmony for Renfrew County Program – Re-Launched! 
  
The Child Poverty Action Network (CPAN) is hosting an arts and culture-based            
extracurricular musical expression program for youth aged 12-18. The program creates           
a safe environment where students grow, express themselves, build new friendships           
and develop new skills through a ‘pay it forward’ program – for every hour of teaching                
they receive, the youth are asked to give back to their community through volunteerism.              



The program is being re-launched through Coordinator Danielle Rae...who is reaching           
out to schools across the District for their interest and involvement. 
 
Ministry's Broadband Modernization Program 
  
In October 21, 2016, the Ministry of Education announced the first wave of a multi-year               
Broadband Modernization Program (BMP) designed to enhance broadband services for          
students and educators at a number of Ontario schools. The overall goal of the BMP is                
to provide an adequate level of broadband connectivity to all Ontario students and             
educators to fully support the requirements of teaching and learning in the 21st century.              
An initial target broadband speed of 1MB/second per student or educator was            
established. 

More than 180 schools in 35 boards participated in Wave 1 which helped identify some               
of the unique challenges faced in different regions across the province. The Renfrew             
County District School Board was selected to be part of the program with the following               
schools participating: Queen Elizabeth PS; Fellowes High School; Champlain Discovery          
PS; Renfrew Collegiate Institute and Renfrew Intermediate School. 

Following a highly successful first wave, the Ontario government recently announced           
Wave 2 of the project which will improve access to high-speed internet for students and               
educators at all remaining publicly-funded schools across the province. Work to           
increase the broadband speed at all RCDSB schools to meet the ministry mandated             
target has started and is scheduled to be completed by August 2018., ni 


