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Labour Related FAQs  

 
 
 
What is happening? 
 
 
The Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario (ETFO) and the Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation 
(OSSTF) are currently in the midst of respective labour action including work-to-rule campaigns and rotating 
strikes. 
 
Negotiations between teachers and the government began in August 2019 and teachers began their work-to-rule 
and walkouts in November 2019. 
 
What is labour action? 
 
Labour action is the legal right of any union during the bargaining process. Actions can range from withdrawal of 
service to a full strike, where staff do not attend their positions and sometimes picket at locations. 
 
One week there is a one day strike at high schools; the next week it may be at all elementary and high 
schools; why? 
 
Federations (unions) represent different groups in every school board across the province. At the Renfrew County 
District School Board: 
 
ETFO Represents: 
 

 Elementary Teachers  

 Elementary Occasional Teachers 

 Educational Support Personnel including all Educational Assistance (EA) 

 School Support Counsellors 

 Temporary School Support Counsellors  
 
OSSTF Represents: 
 

 Secondary School Teachers 

 Early Childhood Educators (ECE) 

 Secondary Office Managers 

 Temporary Early Childhood Educators (ECE) 
 
When OSSTF strikes, we must close high schools to students because all high school teachers are out on strike. 
We’ve closed kindergarten classes as part of an OSSTF one-day strike because Early Childhood Educators 
(ECEs) are part of the OSSTF. Whenever teaching and support staff participate in a legal walk-out, we do not 
have enough staff present in schools to ensure the safety of all students. 
 
When ETFO strikes, we are forced to close elementary schools to students because all elementary teaching staff 
are out on strike. We close high schools because Educational Support Personnel and Education Assistants (EAs) 
who are striking are part of ETFO.  Without teachers in elementary schools and EA’s in our high schools, we 
cannot ensure the safety of all students.  
 
Are childcare organizations and before-and after-school programs closed? 
 
Before-and after-school programs, and child care programs on school property are permitted to operate. Parents 
and guardians are encouraged to contact each provider to confirm if the provider is open and whether they have 
additional space during strikes.  



 
 
 
 
 
How will this impact student learning? 
 
We will continue to minimize the impact of school closures due to strikes and work-to-rule campaigns to the 
greatest extent possible, but it is not ‘business as usual’.   
  
Why do strikes affect different school boards differently? 
 
Members of the ETFO and OSSTF represent different employee groups in different school boards across the 
province. We have no control over this. 
  
If a school closes for a one-day strike, when will it reopen? 
 
Schools will reopen the day after a strike.   
 
Will my Community Use booking be cancelled if a school closes? 
 
No. We will continue to honour all Community Use bookings.  
  
How will I know if schools are closed to students? 
 
We will inform parents/guardians and students immediately through our SchoolMessenger system, and our social 
channels and website. 
  
Do I need to call the school to mark my child as absent during the strike? 
 
No, you do not need to call in your child's absence.  
 
Can parents/community members volunteer at schools to help during job action? 
 
Parents and community members may continue to volunteer in a school provided it is open to students. They 
cannot take on a task that is the job of a unionized employee. 
 
What will teachers be doing at the school during a work-to-rule? 
 
Teachers will continue to lead students in learning in their class but will not complete a variety of tasks associated 
with their role. To search for a complete list of struck work by ETFO members, click here. To search for a list of 
struck work by OSSTF members, click here.  
 
  
Where can I get updates about the strikes? 
 
To find out the status of strikes and work-to-rule action in the District: 
 
Follow @RCDSB on Twitter and/or like our page on Facebook at www.facebook.com/RCDSB. 
Visit the our website at www.rcdsb.on.ca 
Watch for updates in the local news—television, radio, newspaper.   
 
 
Why is Kindergarten affected when OSSTF goes on strike? 
 
 
Our Early Childhood Educators (ECEs) fall under the OSSTF. This means that when OSSTF strikes, the ECE is 
not in the classroom. Without our ECEs to support teachers in our Kindergarten classes, we cannot ensure the 
safety of every student.  
 
If teachers have provided the marks, why can’t elementary parents be provided report cards?  
 
The RCDSB has more than 6,000 elementary students that receive report cards. Each report card relies on the 
electronic inputting of data by teachers. After exploring every possible solution, at this time, we are unable to 
provide parents/guardians with Term One Report Cards for elementary students. 

https://etfocb.ca/
https://www.osstf.on.ca/en-CA


 
 
 
 
 
 
Can the District hire people to do report cards?  
 
No. We cannot provide access to the highly confidential information that is part of a child’s report card, nor do we 
wish to assign replacement staff to do this function. 
 
Will I eventually get my child’s report card? 
  
Work-to-rule continues and may escalate. At this time, we cannot determine when your child’s elementary report 
card will be available.  
 
I really want to know how my child is doing this year—what can I do? 
 
If you have any questions, we encourage you to contact your child’s teacher to discuss your child’s progress. 
 
Will my child’s college/university application be filed if no marks are recorded? 
 
We are committed to ensuring that no student who has post-secondary aspirations will be prevented from 
applying. Marks will be submitted to The Ontario Universities' Application Centre (OUAC) and the Ontario College 
Application Service (OCAS) as usual.  
 
Are extracurricular activities cancelled?  
 
The ETFO is currently in Phase 5 of their Strike Protocol. This means that their members are no longer 
participating in any extracurricular activities. The OSSTF work-to-rule campaign does not include extracurricular 
activities as part of their list of struck work and so there is no impact at the secondary level.   
 
I qualify for financial support for childcare through the provincial government’s “Support for Parents 
Program” how do I receive this money? 
 
This is a provincial program. Should you wish to view your eligibility, apply for support or have questions on your 
claim, please visit the webpage here, or call 1-888-444-3770 (TTY for the hearing impaired: 1-800-268-7095), 
Monday through Friday between 8:30am and 5:00pm. 
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https://etfocb.ca/phase-5-strike-protocol/
http://www.ontario.ca/SupportForParents
http://www.rcdsb.on.ca/

